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Dwarkanath’s dream thus remained 
unfulfilled, after his death.
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The Grand Chord was
opened on 6th December
1906, by the Viceroy Lord
Minto in a glittering
ceremony at Gujhandi.
The Viceroy screwed
on a silver bolt with a
silver spanner to
formally complete theformally complete the
line.
It was 281 miles long
and cost about Rs.4.15
crores to build. The lead
for coal from Jharia
coalfields to North India
reduced by 110 miles.



EIR established its permanent head office at Fairlie
Place in 1879 and started renovating and remodelling
to accommodate the commercial booking office on the
west wing. The initial shape of the building is seen in
the picture.



Fairlie Booking Office in 1880s



The “Fairlie Place” – main administrative building of
Eastern Railway at present.



Howrah Station in 1928 with North 
facing main concourse



Howrah Station at present



The witness of EIR’s 
first train journey

The real Zero Mile of EIR found near 
DRM office/Howrah



Sealdah 1862

With the development of Calcutta Port, EIR controlled 
Calcutta’s link with the rest of India but it was desperately 

looking for a direct rail access to the Port. This was achieved 
when the EIR joined hands with the Eastern Bengal Railway 

(EBR). In 1862, the Calcutta terminus was a tin-roofed station 
room at  Sealdah.



The original Calcutta station, designed by Mr. 
Walter Glanville was built in 1869. This was the 

main station.



EIR’s homage to Sir William A. DringEIR’s homage to Sir William A. Dring
“Never swerved from duty’s  call

Champion of the weaker side
Loyally he gave his all

Faithfulness personified.
Loyal, faithful, true and brave

Victory lies beyond the grave”



On a cold winter morning on
19th February, 1897 after
delivering his historic
speech at Chicago, Swami
Vivekananda landed at a
jetty near Budge Budge
Railway station.

Swamiji walked up to the
old Budge Budge station and
there he waited for the
return train to Sealdah, on a
wooden chair which is still
preserved in the Heritage
Gallery at the Hd. Qtrs. of
Eastern Railway.



The great poet and noble laureate Rabindranath Tagore had a
pleasant association with this railway from the age of 11 years 9
months on the 14th February 1873 till his last journey from
Bolpur to Howrah on 25th July, 1941.





The saloon of his last journey has been renovated and kept well at
Chirantani at Bolpur. The saloon EIR 2377 has a memorial plaque
engraved on its side panel in remembrance of Gurudev.



General Manager /EIR , G. Faruque’s speech on       
15th August 1947 



Eastern Railway evolves from EIR on 14th April 1952



The Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi was very fond
of travelling by rail and generally
travelled in third class. He did a
lot of touring by rail in India
between 1915 & 1919 and took up
the cause of the third class
passengers and made a crusade
for better travel. Due to his
untiring efforts, better facilities
and amenities were provided not
only to the third class
passengers but also for all other
users of the railways.



Rajdhani Express had its maiden run from Howrah on 3rd

March, 1969 as a bi-weekly train between Howrah and New
Delhi. Eastern Railway thus had the distinction of running
the most prestigious train of the country for the first time.
Guard, S. O. Levi giving the green signal to start the first
journey of Rajdhani from Howrah.
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Trevithick’s Locomotive

The first ever steam
locomotive was run by
Richard Trevithick in early
1814.

The Rocket

George Stephenson, the
father of locomotive drove
“The Rocket” in October
1829 at a ‘terrific speed” of
30 miles per hour.



The Fairy Queen, the oldest surviving & working
steam locomotive in the world.



Jubilee Bridge connecting 
Naihati and Bandel  

Built in 1867



Jubilee Bridge on the Bandel-Naihati section was the 
first bridge over Ganges opened in 1887.



The Heritage Kiosks – our treasure trovesThe Heritage Kiosks – our treasure troves


